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is rarely free from absorbing cares. You, my honoured son, will speak on Christ's behalf. If the Emperor listens to you, you will benefit both his soul and your own; if not, you will yet benefit your own/'
Apparently the Emperor was not uninfluenced by the Pope's appeal, and Gregory himself, upon mature reflection, probably realized that it was well to take measures to prevent soldiers turning monks simply to escape the hardships of military service, and that in the case of the curiales it was very undesirable that the monasteries which received them should be involved in disputes respecting their liabilities. At any rate, in a letter addressed in 597 to the metropolitans of Italy and Illyricum and to the bishops of Sicily, Gregory ordered that no curialis should be received into a monastery until he was released from all obligations to the State, and no soldier without careful inquiry into his previous life, and until he had passed through a novitiate of three years' duration. "With this arrangement/' he adds, "our Most Serene and Christian Emperor is entirely satisfied/'l A little later we find the Pope writing to the Bishop of Naples, that no soldiers at all were to be received as monks without his own express permission.2
But Gregory's name is famous in the history of monasticism chiefly on account of his attempts to define the relation of the monasteries to the diocesan bishops and to the general body of the secular clergy. Some of his measures in this connexion must be shortly considered.
(a) First, then, what view did Gregory take of the relation of the monks to the bishops ? Towards the end of the sixth century the need of definition on this point began to be urgently felt. Already there existed considerable jealousy and suspicion between the monks and their diocesans. The former aspired to become independent of episcopal control, the latter sought to exercise authority in spheres beyond their competence. The canons of councils, while emphatically asserting the bishop's right of jurisdiction over the monasteries of his diocese,3 made
1 Epp. Tiii. 10.                                                        2 Ibid. x. 9.
3 See, for instance, the Council of Chalcedon, cc. 4, 8; the Council of Agde, co. 27, 38; the First Council of Orleans, cc. 19, 22; the Second Council of Orleans, c. 21; the Fifth. Council of Aries, cc, 2, 3, 5; and others. See also above, pp. 79, 80; and Cod. i. 3, 39 ; Novel, v. 9.